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Fueled by unprecedented border crossings, a record 3 million cases clog 

U.S. immigration courts
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Asylum applications in different languages are shown, Wednesday, Jan. 10, 2024, in a room used by Catholic Legal Services 

for the Archdiocese of Miami to help asylum-seekers at an immigration court in Miami.   
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By GIOVANNA DELL’ORTO 

Associated Press

MIAMI (AP) — Eight months after 

crossing the Rio Grande into the 

United States, a couple in their 

20s sat in an immigration court 

in Miami with their three young 

children. Through an interpreter, 

they asked a judge to give them 

more time to find an attorney to file 

for asylum and not be deported 

back to Honduras, where gangs 

threatened them.

Judge Christina Martyak agreed 

to a three-month extension, re-

ferred Aarón Rodriguéz and Cindy 

Baneza to free legal aid provided 

by the Catholic Archdiocese of 

Miami in the same courthouse 

— and their case remains one 

of the unprecedented 3 million 

currently pending in immigration 

courts around the United States.

Fueled by record-breaking increas-

es in migrants who seek asylum 

after being apprehended for cross-

ing the border illegally, the court 

backlog has grown by more than 

1 million over the last fiscal year 

and it’s now triple what it was in 

2019, according to government 

data compiled by Syracuse Uni-

versity’s Transactional Records 

Access Clearinghouse.
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Judges, attorneys and mi-

grant advocates worry that’s 

rendering an already strained 

system unworkable, as it often 

takes several years to grant 

asylum-seekers a new sta-

ble life and to deport those 

with no right to remain in the 

country.

“Sometimes hope already 

sinks,” said Mayra Cruz after 

her case was also granted 

an extension by Martyak be-

cause the Peruvian migrant 

doesn’t have an attorney.

“But here I’ve felt a bit safer,” 

added Cruz, who said she 

had to flee with only the 

clothes on her back with 

her partner and their chil-

dren after repeated threats 

from gangs. About 261,000 

cases of migrants placed in 

removal proceedings are 

pending in the Miami court 

— the largest docket in the 

country. That’s about the 

same as were pending na-

tionwide a dozen years ago, 

said Syracuse University pro-

fessor Austin Kocher.

The backlog includes mi-

grants who have been in 

the United States for decades 

and were apprehended on 

unrelated charges, but most 

are new asylum seekers who 

declare a fear of persecu-

tion if they are sent back, he 

added.

Backlogged courts, adminis-

tered by the Justice Depart-

ment, often get little atten-

tion in immigration debates, 

including in current Senate 

negotiations over the Biden 

administration’s $110 billion 

proposal that links aid for 

Ukraine and Israel to asy-

lum and other border policy 

changes.

When migrants are appre-

hended by U.S. authorities 

at the border, many are re-

leased with a record of their 

detention and instructions to 

appear in court in the city 

where they are headed. That 

information is passed on from 

the Department of Homeland 

Security to the Justice Depart-

ment, whose Executive Office 

for Immigration Review runs 

the courts, so that an initial 

hearing can be scheduled.

“They’re just being released 

without any idea of what 

comes next,” said Randy 

McGrorty, executive direc-

tor of Catholic Legal Services 

for the Archdiocese of Miami, 

which has seen hundreds of 

thousands of migrants join its 

diaspora communities.

So many migrants go to 

them for advice that, in the 

last couple of years, they’ve 

largely switched to teach-

ing how to self-petition and 

represent themselves before 

judges.

“We help them understand 

what judges want, and we 

help judges with efficiency 

and preserving fundamental 

rights,” said Miguel Mora, a 

Catholic Legal Services su-

pervising attorney in Miami.

Advocates say that most mi-

grants ask for individual legal 

representation, something 

that’s becoming increasingly 

rare given the huge numbers, 

and how to get work permits, 

which migrants can apply for 

150 days after filing their asy-

lum application.

It’s a vicious cycle — without 

regular work, most can’t af-

ford even a low-cost lawyer, 

so their cases can take even 

longer.

“We don’t have the money,” 

Rodriguéz, 23, told Judge 

Martyak, who had already 

granted him an extension for 

having no attorney at a pre-

vious hearing, as his partner 

rocked the stroller where their 

U.S.-born baby slept. They 

fled Honduras after the gang 

that had killed the father of 

Baneza’s oldest child threat-

ened further violence unless 

they started paying from the 

meager profits of their tortilla 

shop.

“We were left with no other 

option than get out of the 

country,” Rodriguéz told The 

Associated Press. “We’ve al-

ready had three court ap-

pearances. Time is helping. 

We’re getting a little bit ori-

ented.”

But the slow-moving process 

also means it takes years for 

asylum-seekers to be able to 

reunite with families they left 

behind and integrate fully in 

American society, said Karen 

Musalo, an attorney and pro-

fessor who leads the Center 

for Gender & Refugee Studies 

at the University of California 

in San Francisco.

Time also doesn’t help with 

the backlog, even though 

government records show 

judges completed far more 

cases in the last year than 

ever before, because their 

dockets keep growing so 

fast. Their average caseload 

is now 5,000 per judge, said 

Mimi Tsankov, president of 

the National Association of 

Immigration Judges.

She cited estimates that dou-

bling the current number of 

judges to about 1,400 might 

solve the current backlog by 

2032. In the new budget re-

quest, the Executive Office 

for Immigration Review is re-

questing funds from Congress 

to hire 150 new judges and 

support staff, said its press 

secretary, Kathryn Mattingly.

Experts like retired judge Paul 

Schmidt, who also served as 

government immigration 

counsel while the last major 

reform was enacted nearly 

forty years ago, say the bro-

ken system can only be fixed 

with major policy changes. 

An example would be al-

lowing most asylum cases 

to be solved administratively 

or through streamlined proc-

esses instead of litigated in 

courts.

“The situation has gotten 

progressively worse since 

the Obama administration, 

when it really started getting 

out of hand,” said Schmidt, 

who in 2016, his last year on 

the bench, was scheduling 

cases seven years out.

In the mid-2010s, families and 

children from Central Amer-

ica seeking asylum became 

the majority of illegal crossers 

at the U.S. southern border. 

In response, the Obama ad-

ministration as well as the 

Trump and Biden adminis-

trations started prioritizing 

some categories of cases 

they want solved faster to 

reflect enforcement priorities.

But courts are ineffective de-

terrents to people desperate 

to flee their countries, and 

judges say shuffling cases 

around only adds to the 

chaos as they wade through 

dozens if not hundreds of 

cases a day.

At the courthouse in Miami 

last week, one judge went 

looking for a Haitian family 

who hadn’t shown up, then 

granted an order of deporta-

tion in absentia, just as she 

had for a Colombian family 

who also failed to appear 

at their hearing immediately 

before.

Another judge found that a 

Cuban mother, then a Ven-

ezuelan man had applied 

for other forms of protection 

special to their countries and 

dismissed their cases, telling 

them they were done with 

the court. The woman broke 

into grateful tears. The man, 

who had come more than 

200 miles for the minutes-long 

hearing, mumbled “God 

bless you” in Spanish.

And a steady stream of mi-

grants went to find Catholic 

Legal Services — one couple 

directed there by the judge 

to figure out how to present in 

court their video of the gang 

murder that had forced them 

to flee.q

An officer listens to a question as he directs people to a courtroom, Wednesday, Jan. 10, 2024, in an immigration court in Miami. 

Associated Press
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By LOLITA C. BALDOR and 

TARA COPP 

Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — De-

fense Secretary Lloyd Aus-

tin was released from the 

hospital on Monday, after 

spending two weeks there 

to treat complications from 

surgery for prostate cancer 

he kept secret from senior 

Biden administration lead-

ers and staff for weeks.

Austin will be working from 

home as he recovers, and 

his doctors said he “pro-

gressed well throughout 

his stay and his strength is 

rebounding.” They said in a 

statement the cancer was 

treated early and his prog-

nosis is “excellent.”

In a statement, Austin ex-

pressed thanks to the medi-

cal staff and said that “as 

I continue to recuperate 

and perform my duties 

from home, I’m eager to 

fully recover and return as 

quickly as possible to the 

Pentagon.”

Austin, 70, was admitted 

to Walter Reed National 

Military Medical Center on 

Dec. 22 and underwent 

surgery to treat the cancer, 

which was detected earlier 

in the month during a rou-

tine screening. He devel-

oped an infection a week 

later and was hospitalized 

Jan. 1 and admitted to in-

tensive care.

Dr. John Maddox, the trau-

ma medical director, and 

Dr. Gregory Chesnut, the 

director of the Center for 

Prostate Disease Research 

at Walter Reed, said that 

during Austin’s hospitaliza-

tion he underwent medical 

tests and was treated for 

lingering leg pain. They said 

he has physical therapy to 

do but there are no plans 

for further cancer treat-

ment other than regular 

checks.

President Joe Biden and 

senior administration of-

ficials were not told about 
Austin’s hospitalization un-

til Jan. 4, and Austin kept 

the cancer diagnosis se-

cret until Jan. 9. Biden has 

said Austin’s failure to tell 

him about the hospitaliza-

tion was a lapse in judg-

ment, but the Democratic 

president insists he still has 

confidence in his Pentagon 
chief.q

By JEFF MARTIN and JEF-

FREY COLLINS 

Associated Press

ATLANTA (AP) — Communi-

ties across the nation cel-

ebrated the Martin Luther 

King Jr. holiday on Monday 

with acts of service, prayer 

services and parades. But 

with the November presi-

dential election as a back-

drop, some events took on 

an overtly political turn.

In King’s hometown of At-

lanta, several speakers at 

the 56th annual commem-

orative service for King at 

historic Ebenezer Baptist 

Church, where King served 

as pastor, touched on the 

divisive partisan climate in 

the United States.

Former U.S. Rep. Liz 

Cheney, who served on 

the House committee that 

investigated the Jan. 6, 

2021 insurrection at the 

Capitol, had harsh words 

for Trump, whom she did 

not mention by name. On 

that day, Trump’s support-

ers tried to block Congress 

from counting the Electoral 

College votes that would 

affirm Joe Biden’s victory in 
the 2020 presidential race.

“A former president refuses 

to acknowledge that he 

lost, and he has convinced 

millions that our elections 

and our democracy no 

longer work,” she said. “He 

threatens the foundations 

of our nation and every-

thing Dr. King persevered 

to save.”

She also criticized some reli-

gious leaders in the way the 

seemed to worship Trump, 

not God.

U.S. Sen. Raphael Warnock, 

the longtime senior pastor 

of Ebenezer, told the audi-

ence, “You better stand up 

and vote!” to rousing ap-

plause. “If your vote didn’t 

count, why are folks trying 

so hard to keep you from 

voting? Stand and use your 

voice. Stand up and use 

your vote. Speak up!”

Bernice King, the daughter 

of the late civil rights leader, 

warned that “our humanity 

is literally under attack.” But 

she noted that her father’s 

legacy of nonviolence 

taught the world that “we 

can defeat injustice, ig-

norance and hold people 

accountable at the same 

time without seeking to de-

stroy, diminish, demean or 

cancel them.”

Speaking at the MLK Day at 

the Dome rally at the South 

Carolina Statehouse, Vice 

President Kamala Harris 

said young people two or 

three generations removed 

from King have seen their 

freedoms shrink  from laws 

restricting voting to bans 

on abortions and the ever-

present threat of gun vio-

lence, especially in schools.

“They even try to erase, 

overlook and rewrite the 

ugly parts of our past. For 

example, the Civil War  

which must I really have to 

say was about slavery?” 

Harris said.

Harris also used her speech 

at the event which started 

in 2000 to pressure the state 

to remove the Confederate 

flag from atop the Capitol 
dome  to urge the younger 

generation to regain those 

rights lost through voting 

and action.

“Generation after genera-

tion on the fields of Get-
tysburg, in the schools of 

Little Rock, on the grounds 

of this Statehouse, on the 

streets of Ferguson and 

on the floor of the Tennes-
see House of Representa-

tives  we the people have 

always fought to make the 

promise of freedom real,” 

Harris said.

In Philadelphia, President 

Joe Biden marked the 

holiday by volunteering at 

Philabundance, a nonprofit 
food bank. q

The Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial is seen during the annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Wreath 

Laying Ceremony in Washington, Monday, Jan. 15, 2024. 

Associated Press 

MLK Jr. holiday celebrations include acts of service and parades, 

but some take a political turn

Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin speaks at a virtual Ukraine 

Defense Contact Group (UDCG) meeting, Nov. 22, 2023, at the 

Pentagon in Washington. 

Associated Press

Austin is released from hospital after complications from prostate 

cancer surgery he kept secret
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By ZEKE MILLER 

AP White House Correspondent

WASHINGTON (AP) — A fake 911 call that the White House was on fire sent emergency 
vehicles to the complex Monday morning, when President Joe Biden and his family 
were at Camp David.
Fire engines and other emergency vehicles responded to a report just after 7 a.m. that 
the White House was ablaze and a person was trapped inside, according to a person 
familiar with the matter. The person was not authorized to talk about the fake emergen-
cy call and spoke to The Associated Press on the condition of anonymity. Within minutes, 
District of Columbia Fire and Emergency Medical Services and U.S. Secret Service per-
sonnel determined that it was a false report and called off the response.
Someone who was reached at the callback number for the 911 report indicated they 
did not place it, the person said, indicating it was likely spoofed.
Biden is set to return to the White House on Monday afternoon after spending part of the 
weekend at the presidential retreat in Maryland and participating in a service event in 
Philadelphia to mark Martin Luther King Jr. Day.q

By CAROLYN THOMPSON, 

MATTHEW BROWN and VAL-

ERIE GONZALEZ 

Associated Press

BUFFALO, N.Y. (AP) — Bru-
tally cold temperatures 
and dangerous wind chills 
stayed put across much of 
the U.S. Monday, promising 
the coldest temperatures 
ever for Iowa’s presidential 
nominating contest, hold-
ing up travelers, and test-
ing the mettle of NFL fans in 
Buffalo for a playoff game 
that was delayed a day by 
wind-whipped snow.
About 150 million Ameri-
cans were under a wind 
chill warning or advisory for 
dangerous cold and wind, 
said Zack Taylor, a meteo-
rologist with the National 
Weather Service in College 
Park, Maryland, as an Arc-
tic air mass spilled south 
and eastward across the 
U.S. Sunday morning saw 
temperatures as low as mi-
nus 20 degrees Fahrenheit 
(minus 6.7 degree Celsius) 
to minus 40 F in northern 
and northeast Montana. 
Saco, Montana, dropped 
to minus 51 F (minus 26 C). 
Subzero lows reached as 
far south as Kansas, Mis-
souri, Illinois and parts of In-
diana, Taylor said.
About 150,000 U.S. homes 
and businesses were with-
out power Monday, the 
bulk of them in Oregon after 
widespread outages that 
started Saturday. Portland 
General Electric warned 

that strong winds forecast 
for Monday and threat of 
an ice storm Tuesday could 
delay restoration efforts.
The storm was blamed 
for at least four weekend 
deaths around Portland, 
including two people who 
died of suspected hypo-
thermia. Another man was 
killed after a tree fell on his 
house and a woman died 
in a fire that spread from an 
open-flame stove after a 
tree fell onto an RV.
In Utah, where almost four 
feet (1.2 meters) of snow 
fell in the mountains over a 
24-hour period, a snowmo-

biler was struck and killed 
Sunday night by a semi-
trailer about 70 miles (113 
kilometers) southeast of Salt 
Lake City, according to the 
Utah Highway Patrol. The 
person killed was among 
four snowmobilers attempt-
ing to cross U.S. Highway 40 
in the Strawberry Reservoir 
area.
In Wyoming, a backcoun-
try skier was killed after trig-
gering a 50-feet (15-meter) 
wide avalanche. The victim 
was swept into a gully and 
through brush and trees, 
then remained buried for 
about fifteen minutes be-

fore being found by a com-
panion in the mountains 
south of Alpine, Wyoming, 
on Sunday afternoon, ac-
cording to the Bridger-
Teton Avalanche Center.
It marked the third U.S. av-
alanche fatality in recent 
days, following a Wednes-
day accident at a Califor-
nia ski resort that killed one 
person and injured three 
others, and another that 
killed a person on Thursday 
in the Idaho backcountry 
near the Montana border.
Swirling snow and ava-
lanche dangers prompt-
ed road closures Monday 

across parts of Utah and 
Colorado. East of the resort 
community of Vail, Colo-
rado, officials closed a 20-
mile (32-kilometer) stretch 
of Interstate 70, the primary 
east-west highway through 
the state.
The Buffalo Bills renewed 
their call for shovelers at 
Highmark Stadium in Or-
chard Park, New York, on 
Monday morning to help 
dig out from more than 
a foot and a half of snow 
that fell through a blustery 
weekend that delivered 
the snow amid wind gusts 
of 60 mph (97 kph).
Crews had the turf cleared 
under a sunny sky by mid-
morning while citizen shov-
elers who took them up on 
the offer to earn $20 an 
hour worked in tempera-
tures in the teens to clear 
seats for fans ahead of the 
4:30 p.m. game.
At first glance it was a 
daunting task, Bob Isaacs 
of Buffalo acknowledged 
a few hours after arriving 
at 7:30 a.m. But he consid-
ered his work his contribu-
tion to the team.
“You got to remember 
you’re a Bills fan. It’s all part 
of the deal,” he said.
Neighboring towns saw 
even higher snow totals, 
thanks to roving Lake Erie-
fed snow bands: 41 inches 
in Hamburg and Angola 
and three feet (about 1 me-
ter) in West Seneca, Blas-
dell and South Buffalo.q

A jogger trots on a snow-covered road during a winter storm, Monday, Jan. 15, 2024, in Grand 

Prairie, Texas.

Associated Press 

Another day of frigid wind chills and brutal cold across much of 

the U.S.

A firetruck is parked outside of the White House in Washington, 
Dec. 19, 2007. 

Associated Press 

Fake 911 report of fire at the White House triggers emergency 
response while Biden is at Camp David
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By JON GAMBRELL 

Associated Press

JERUSALEM (AP) — Houthi 

rebels fired a missile, striking 
a U.S.-owned ship Monday 
just off the coast of Yemen 
in the Gulf of Aden, less than 
a day after they launched 
an anti-ship cruise missile 
toward an American de-
stroyer in the Red Sea.
The attack on the Gibral-
tar Eagle, later claimed by 
the Houthis, further esca-
lates tensions gripping the 
Red Sea after American-
led strikes on the rebels. 
The Houthis’ attacks have 
roiled global shipping, amid 
Israel’s war with Hamas in 
the Gaza Strip, targeting 
a crucial corridor linking 
Asian and Mideast energy 
and cargo shipments to 
the Suez Canal onward to 
Europe.
The United Kingdom Mari-
time Trade Operations, 
which oversees Mideast 
waters, said Monday’s at-
tack happened some 110 
miles (177 kilometers) miles 
southeast of Aden. It said 
the ship’s captain reported 
that the “port side of vessel 
hit from above by a mis-
sile.”
Private security firms Am-
brey and Dryad Global told 
The Associated Press that 
the vessel was the Eagle Gi-
braltar, a Marshall Islands-
flagged bulk carrier. The 
U.S. military’s Central Com-
mand later acknowledged 
the strike.
“The ship has reported no 
injuries or significant dam-
age and is continuing its 
journey,” Central Com-
mand said.
Houthi military spokesman 
Brig. Gen. Yahya Saree 
claimed the attack in a re-
corded television address 
that aired Monday night.
“The Yemeni armed forces 
consider all American and 
British ships and warships 
participating in the aggres-
sion against our country as 
hostile targets,” he said.
The vessel is owned by Ea-
gle Bulk Shipping, a Stam-
ford, Connecticut-based 
firm traded on the New 
York Stock Exchange. In a 
statement to the AP, the 

company acknowledged 
the strike and said it caused 
“limited damage to a car-
go hold but (the ship) is 
stable and is heading out 
of the area.”
“All seafarers onboard the 
vessel are confirmed to be 
uninjured,” the firm said. 
“The vessel is carrying a 
cargo of steel products. 
Eagle Bulk management is 
in close contact with all rel-
evant authorities concern-
ing this matter.”
Satellite-tracking data ana-
lyzed by the AP showed the 
Eagle Gibraltar had been 
bound for the Suez Canal, 
but rapidly turned around 
at the time of the attack.
Central Command said it 
detected a separate anti-
ship ballistic missile launch 
toward the southern Red 
Sea on Monday, though it 
“failed in flight and impact-
ed on land in Yemen.”
The U.S. Maritime Admin-
istration, under the Trans-
portation Department, also 
issued a warning Monday 
saying there continues to 
be “a high degree of risk to 
commercial vessels” travel-
ing near Yemen.
“While the decision to tran-
sit remains at the discretion 
of individual vessels and 

companies, it is recom-
mended that U.S. flag and 
U.S.-owned commercial 
vessels” stay away from Ye-
men in the Red Sea and 
Gulf of Aden “until further 
notice,” the advisory said.
Sunday’s missile launch to-
ward the American war-
ship also marked the first 
U.S.-acknowledged fire by 
the Houthis since America 
and allied nations began 
strikes Friday on the rebels 
following weeks of assaults 
on shipping in the Red Sea.
The Houthi fire in the direc-
tion of the USS Laboon, an 
Arleigh Burke-class destroy-
er operating in the southern 
reaches of the Red Sea, 
Central Command said.
The missile came from 
near Hodeida, a Red Sea 
port city long held by the 
Houthis, the U.S. said.
“An anti-ship cruise mis-
sile was fired from Iranian-
backed Houthi militant ar-
eas of Yemen toward USS 
Laboon,” Central Com-
mand said. “There were no 
injuries or damage report-
ed.”
The Houthis did not ac-
knowledge that attack.
It wasn’t presently clear 
whether the U.S. would 
retaliate for the latest at-

tacks, though President Joe 
Biden has said he “will not 
hesitate to direct further 
measures to protect our 
people and the free flow of 
international commerce as 
necessary.”
The first day of U.S.-led 
strikes Friday hit 28 locations 
and struck more than 60 
targets with cruise missiles 
and bombs launched by 
fighter jets, warships and a 
submarine. Sites hit includ-
ed weapon depots, radars 
and command centers, 
including in remote moun-
tain areas, the U.S. has said.
The Houthis have yet to 
acknowledge how severe 
the damage was from 
the strikes, which they said 
killed five of their troops 
and wounded six others.
U.S. forces followed up 
with a strike Saturday on a 
Houthi radar site.
Since November, the rebels 
have repeatedly targeted 
ships in the Red Sea, say-
ing they were avenging 
Israel’s offensive in Gaza 
against Hamas. But they 
have frequently targeted 
vessels with tenuous or no 
clear links to Israel, imperil-
ing shipping in a key route 
for global trade.
Even the leader of the Leb-

anese militant Hezbollah 
group, Hassan Nasrallah, 
obliquely referenced the 
widening Houthi attacks 
on ships in a speech Sun-
day, saying that “the sea 
has become a battlefield 
of missiles, drones and war-
ships” and blaming the U.S. 
strikes for escalating mari-
time tensions.
“The most dangerous thing 
is what the Americans did 
in the Red Sea, (it) will harm 
the security of all maritime 
navigation,” Nasrallah said.
Though the Biden admin-
istration and its allies have 
tried to calm tensions in the 
Middle East for weeks and 
prevent any wider conflict, 
the strikes in the Red Sea 
threaten to ignite one.
It’s also affecting shipping 
for the Middle East nation 
of Qatar, one of the world’s 
top natural gas suppliers. 
Three liquid natural gas 
tankers that had recently 
loaded in Qatar and were 
bound for the Suez Canal 
remain idling off Oman, 
while another coming from 
Europe to Qatar remains 
off Saudi Arabia. QatarEn-
ergy and government of-
ficials did not respond to a 
request for comment.
Saudi Arabia, which sup-
ports the Yemeni gov-
ernment-in-exile that the 
Houthis are fighting, sought 
to distance itself from the 
attacks on Houthi sites as it 
tries to maintain a delicate 
détente with Iran and a 
cease-fire it has in Yemen. 
The Saudi-led, U.S.-backed 
war in Yemen that began 
in 2015 has killed more than 
150,000 people, including 
fighters and civilians, and 
created one of the world’s 
worst humanitarian disas-
ters, killing tens of thou-
sands more.
The American military did 
not specifically say the fire 
targeted the Laboon, fol-
lowing a pattern by the U.S. 
since the Houthi attacks 
began. However, U.S. sail-
ors have received combat 
ribbons for their actions in 
the Red Sea  something 
handed out only to those 
who face active hostilities 
with an enemy force.q

The bulk carrier Gibraltar Eagle is seen off Kristiansand, Norway, June 29, 2023. 

Associated Press 

Houthi rebels strike a U.S.-owned ship off the coast of Yemen in the 

Gulf of Aden, raising tensions
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By TAIJING WU and KEN 
MORITSUGU 
Associated Press
TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP) — The 

Pacific Island nation of 
Nauru said Monday that 
it is switching diplomatic 
recognition from Taiwan to 
China, a move that reduc-

es the dwindling number of 
Taiwan’s diplomatic allies 
to 12 around the world.
A statement from the gov-

ernment of Nauru said it 
was severing ties with Tai-
wan and seeking a resump-

tion of relations with China.
China claims self-govern-

ing Taiwan as its territory 
and has been peeling off 
the island’s diplomatic al-
lies, often with promises 
of development aid. It’s a 
long-running competition 
between the two that has 
swung in China’s favor in 
recent years.
“This policy change is a sig-

nificant first step in moving 
forward with Nauru’s de-

velopment,” the statement 

said.
China said it welcomes Na-

uru’s move to break its “so-
called diplomatic ties” with 
Taiwan.
The decision to re-establish 
ties with China “once again 

shows that the one-China 
principle is where global 
opinion trends and where 
the arc of history bends,” a 
Foreign Ministry statement 
said. Nauru said in its state-

ment that it would move 

to the one-China principle, 
which holds that Taiwan 
is part of China and rec-

ognizes Beijing as the gov-

ernment of China. It differs 
from America’s one-China 
policy, which recognizes 
Beijing as China’s govern-

ment but doesn’t take a 
position on who rules Tai-
wan. The announcement 
was a blow to Taiwan as it 
took pride in elections held 
just two days ago, a show 
of democracy that would 
not be possible in China. 
President-elect Lai Ching-
te, who will take office in 
May, has been described 
as a separatist by China. 
His Democratic Progressive 
Party supports maintain-

ing the status quo, in which 
Taiwan has its own gov-

ernment and is not part of 
China.
China says Taiwan must 
come under its control at 
some point and has staged 
frequent military drills 
around the island to dem-

onstrate its determination.
Taiwanese Deputy Foreign 
Minister Tien Chung-kwang 
accused China of purpose-

fully timing the news to the 
recent election.
“China’s intention is to at-
tack the democracy and 
freedom that the Taiwan-

ese people are proud of,” 
Tien said at a news confer-
ence. Two retired U.S. offi-

cials praised Taiwan’s dem-

ocratic process in meetings 
Monday with President Tsai 
Ing-wen and other leaders. 
The Biden administration 
asked the former officials to 
visit “in their private capac-

ity” since the U.S. does not 
have formal diplomatic ties 
with Taiwan.
The Nauru announcement 
caught Jarden Kephas, its 
ambassador to Taiwan, by 
surprise. “There’s nothing 
that I have to say. It was 
announced by my gov-

ernment and I was told to 
pack up and go,” he told 
the AP. q

By DIARLEI RODRIGUES and 
ELÉONORE HUGHES 
Associated Press
RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — 

Neighborhoods in Brazil’s 
Rio de Janeiro state re-

mained flooded Monday 
more than a day after tor-
rential rains that killed at 
least 11 people.
The heavy downpour 
wreaked havoc over the 
weekend, flooding peo-

ples’ homes, a hospital, 
the metro line in the city of 
Rio de Janeiro and a main 
freeway section, Avenida 
Brasil.
Some people drowned and 
were killed in landslides, 
while at least three died 
after being electrocuted. 
Eight towns across the state 
remained at a “very high” 
risk of landslides and anoth-

er 10 at “high” risk, accord-

ing to civil defense officials.
“We feel like animals. It’s 
not normal to live like this,” 
Heloisa Regina, 55, said as 
she surveyed her flooded 
bar and home in Duque de 

Caxias, a city to the north 
of Rio where more than 100 
millimeters (3.9 feet) of rain 
fell in 24 hours.
Regina spent the night try-

ing to sleep on a pool table, 

wondering how she was 
going to pay to repair the 
damage to the bar she has 
owned for 30 years. “We’ve 
lost everything,” she said.
Residents waded through 

waist-high water Monday 
to navigate streets in Duque 
de Caxias. Others climbed 
on roofs and called for help 
as helicopters flew over-
head, according to video 

footage from Brazil’s Globo 
television network.
Firefighters were search-

ing for a woman who dis-
appeared after her car 
fell into the Botas River in 
Rio’s northern Belford Roxo 
neighborhood.
Around 2,400 military per-
sonnel from Rio’s fire bri-
gade were mobilized over 
the weekend and used 
ambulances, boats, drones 
and aircraft to rescue resi-
dents and to monitor af-
fected areas.
Authorities intervened in 
over 200 incidents due to 
the flooding across the 
state, according to a state-

ment from Rio’s civil de-

fense. But some people ac-

cused authorities of negli-
gence. “We are complete-

ly abandoned,” Duque de 
Caxias resident Eliana Viei-
ra Krauss, 54, charged. The 
nursing assistant said she 
had carried her 80-year-
old disabled father-in-law 
to her sister-in-law’s home 
herself.q

Firefighters evacuate residents through a flooded street after deadly rainfall in Belford Roxo, 
Brazil, Monday, Jan. 15, 2024. 

Associated Press 

Brazil’s Rio de Janeiro state confronts flood damage after heavy 
rain kills at least 11

From left, Nauru Ambassador Jarden Kephas, Tuvalu 
Ambassador Limasene Teatu, Taiwan Foreign Minister Joseph 
Wu, American Institute in Taiwan (AIT) director William Brent 
Christensen, Sandra Oudkirk, U.S. Senior Official for APEC and 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Australia, New Zealand, and the 
Pacific Islands in the State Department’s Bureau of East Asian & 
Pacific Affairs, and Marshall Islands Ambassador Neijon Rema 
Edwards shake hands together at the inaugural Pacific Islands 
Dialogue in Taipei, Taiwan, on Oct. 7, 2019. 

Associated Press 

Nauru switches diplomatic recognition from Taiwan to China
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Food culture in Aruba

(Oranjestad) - Like many other cultures, an im-

portant aspect of the Aruban cultural identity is 

our connection to food and food traditions. The 

local food traditions consist of a melting pot of 

different cultural and religious eating habits and 

dishes. 

Breakfast, lunch and dinner

The routine of breakfast, lunch and dinner on 

the island is one that does not completely fol-

low a European or American routine, despite 

the major influences from these parts of the 

world on our culture and way of living. When it 

comes to the three important meals of the day, 

most of the Aruban population follows a Latin-

American influenced routine. 

Breakfast

Breakfast in Aruba is quite simple: a cup of cof-

fee or tea, some bread, and sometimes an egg. 

Sometimes, due to the need of a quick “to-go” 

breakfast, you may also find many snack trucks 

and cafes that sell sandwiches, pastechis (meat 

pie), arepas and empanadas early in the morn-

ing. 

Main Meal

The main meal is typically eaten in most house-

holds around noon or in the afternoon. This can 

consist of meat, fish, and chicken—stewed or 

fried—with funchi (polenta) or rice with stewed 

vegetables. Often, fried or boiled plantain or 

pan bati (Aruban pancake) is included. Stews 

are a staple in Aruban cuisine and can are 

largely influenced by Latin-American and Lat-

in/Afro-Caribbean Stews. Some of the more 

unique stews and soups from the ABC Islands* 

include sopi di bonchi cora (red kidney bean 

soup with pig tail), sopi mondongo (tripe soup), 

carni stoba (beef stew), comcomber stoba 

(West Indian gherkin stew) and much more. 

Dinner Time

Dinner time can vary significantly from house-

hold to household. Unlike the U.S. or in Europe, 

dinner time typically does not consist of a whole 

(warm) meal. Instead, the evening “meal” can 

typically consist of something lighter, like a 

sandwich, though it is not uncommon to see 

leftovers from the main meal reheated and 

eaten again. Tea and coffee are often also 

served with the evening snack. 

(Religious) Holidays

Christmas is probably the biggest global holi-

day, and every culture has its own spin on 

what their Christmas cuisine entails. In Aruba, 

our Christmas cuisine is again largely based on 

Latin-American influences, most notably form 

Venezuela. Ayacas and the famous pan di 

ham* are two crucial holiday dishes, along with 

stuffed turkey, roasted glazed ham topped with 

pineapples, arroz con pollo (rice and chicken) 

and potato salad, among other items. Tradi-

tional drinks include ponche crema (Aruban 

eggnog), chuculati pinda (hot chocolate with 

peanut butter), and homemade fruit punch. 

Desserts include, bolo di pistachio (pistachio 

cake), bolo di cashupete (cashew cake), que-

sillo (flan), bolo preto (dark fruit cake), drigidek 

(gingerbread), pan boyo (bread cake) and 

more. 

Snacks and tasty delights

Besides meals and dishes that are eaten on the 

dinner table, Aruba also has a food tradition 

that includes snacks and other tasty delights 

that you may easily find around the island. 

These include, Saco*, basket, pastechi, kroket, 

deditos, Johnny cake and more. These snacks 

are usually sold at local snack trucks and ca-

fes, often located on the side of the road. In the 

area of Tanki Leendert and Tanki flip, for exam-

ple, there are many of these trucks parked on 

the side of the road and often open until late 

at night—offering tasty and filling snacks post 

night-life fun. q
 

*ABC Islands: Aruba, Bonaire and Curacao

*Pan di ham: Derived from the Venezuelan Pan 

de Jamon (rolled up bread with ham, raisins 

and olives)

*Saco: Saco literally means “bag”. Saco con-

tains fried potatoes, plantains, chicken (and 

ribs) and a Johnny cake, served in a paper bag. 

Source: Voeding, voedingsgewoonten en ge-

rechten op Aruba (Nutrition, Food Traditions 

and Dishes on Aruba) by Biblioteca Nacional 

Aruba
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Paseo Herencia; An exciting destination for leisure and entertainment

NOORD — Paseo Herencia, situated in the heart of Palm 

Beach and within walking distance from the high-rise 

hotels, beckons with a diverse array of shopping, din-

ing, and entertainment options in an outdoor setting.

Shopping

Paseo Herencia presents a captivating selection of 

stores catering to various preferences, encompassing 

beachwear, apparel, fragrances, footwear, jewelry, 

keepsakes, and much more. Unwind at Maggy’s, in-

dulging in their salon services while exploring a range 

of beauty products. For a memorable gift crafted from 

natural ingredients, explore Aruba Aloe's offerings. 

Iconic brands like Tommy Hilfiger, Calvin Klein, Aldo, 

Carmen Steffens, Nike, and Pandora stand among the 

favorites.

Dining

Embark on a global culinary journey at Paseo Heren-

cia's diverse array of restaurants, each offering a unique 

dining experience. From the vibrant flavors of Iguana 

Cantina's Mexican cuisine to the Spanish elegance of 

Xixon Spanish Restaurant, the innovative fusion of Pizza 

and Sushi at Fusion Cuisine, the grilled delights of Skew-

ers Grill, the comfort of The Lazy Turtle, the creativity 

at Drunk's Denial, and the seafood sensation of Sexy 

Shrimps Bar, and the familiar warmth of Starbucks, in-

dulge in an unforgettable gastronomic adventure that 

spans the world's finest cuisines, all within the charming 

ambiance of our outdoor center.

VIP Cinema

Indulge in an unparalleled cinematic 

experience at Caribbean Cinemas VIP, 

nestled on Paseo Herencia's second 

floor. Relax in supremely comfortable 

reclining seats while enjoying movies on 

high-quality screens with state-of-the-

art projection and 7.1 Dolby surround 

sound. Don’t forget to relish the delec-

table buttery popcorn.

Entertainment

Paseo Herencia offers live entertain-

ment from Monday to Friday at 8pm on 

the center stage, as well as captivating 

nightly watershows at 7:30pm, 8:30pm, 

and 9:30pm. Thrill-seekers can explore 

the Airsoft experience, located behind 

The Lazy Turtle. For picture-perfect mo-

ments, capture Instagram-worthy shots 

at the Angel Wings installation between 

Pandora and Free Spirit, or amidst the 

Flying mosaic hearts behind King Chur-

ros. There's more fun in store with de-

lightful kids' activities, including a Kid’s 

carousel and train ride, available every 

day from 6 pm to 10 pm.

Parking is complimentary for up to two 

hours when shopping, dining, or enjoy-

ing a movie at Paseo Herencia. Simply 

present your purchase receipt to the 

parking cashier. For more details on 

specials and events, visit the Paseo Her-

encia website at www.paseoherencia.

com.q
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Alto Vista chapel and its link to Aruba’s origins
According to Etnia Nativa, in 

the 18th century most of the 

inhabitants of Aruba were 

indigenous who lived on 

the north coast, one of the 

largest communities lived in 

Alto Vista. 

As they were very religious, 
they had a chief with the 
name of Antonio Silvester 
who guided them in the 
Christian life and it was he 
who decided to build a 
stone chapel with a roof 
of corn rods, which would 
serve as a place of prayer. 
In 1750 it was blessed by Fa-
ther Algamesi who came 
from Coro-Venezuela and 
appointed Domingo Anto-
nio Silvester as the island’s 
first prosecutor in the name 
of the Spanish crown and 
Rome. In 1752 the prosecu-
tion passed into the hands of 
Antonio Silvester’s son-in-law, 
Miguel Álvarez, who contin-
ued to guide the parishioners 
in their prayers.

According to the book, 
The History of Alto Vista by 

R.H. Nooyen, it is not known 
when Domingo Antonio Sil-
vester came to Aruba from 
Venezuela. The elders be-
lieve Antonio was a Span-
iard. In 1780, father Joseph 
Antonio de la Vegal called 
Bernardino Silvester,  one of 
Antonio’s sons with his wife 
Anna Cathalina Tromp, 
“neighbors and naturals of 
the island Aruba” and thus 
they became natives. 

At the end of the eighteen 
century many inhabitants 
the island died as a result of 
the black fever epidemic 
and since people believed 
that the Alto Vista area was 
the most infected, they be-
gan to build their homes fur-
ther south within the Noord 
area, so the town of Noord 
began to grow into a com-
munity till getting its own 
Church. However religious 
festivals continued to be 
celebrated at this sacred 
native place, with the cus-
tom of arriving in procession 
to Alto Vista.

Two-hundred years after the 
beautiful time of Alto Vista, 
people can no longer see 
much of the town of Alto 

Vista from 1750. With a lot 
of work they found the old 
foundations of the Church 
of the Queen of the Holiest 
Rosary to build a new cha-
pel on the same place. The 
entire surrounding area was 
empty and desolated, mak-
ing it hard to imagine that 
Alto Vista was a town at all. 
A hundred years later, peo-
ple can see the remains of 
around twenty houses, some 
made of stone and others 
of clay. Nowadays, only 
around six of these houses 
remain. 

South of the chapel in the 
yard two graves can be ob-

served, there was the cem-
etery which father Pablo de 
Algemesi blessed. It is not 
certain, but it is believed 
that the two graves belong 
to Antonio Silvester and 
Miguel Alvares, according 
to Nooyen. About 50 meters 
near the chapel there are 
still the markings of an old 
house, where Antonio and 
Bernardino Silvester would 
have lived. About 200 meters 
from the chapel there is a 
water tank which the locals 
call Tanki Cacique. In the 
past this tank was closed. But 
mostly water was brought 
out from the Poz di Noord, 
a well dug in the sand. 

The chapel can be viewed 
from basically any point in 
the north side, even from 
Paradera and Sero Plat. All 
the historical remains around 
the chapel provide us with 
an idea on how the old peo-
ple of Alto Vista used to live.  
Don’t miss the opportunity to 
visit a place of historical sig-
nificance with a window to 
Aruba’s past.q

Aruba to me
ORANJESTAD — You are back or still enjoying your vacation?... we would like to 

portrait you! By inviting you to send us your favorite vacation picture while enjoy-

ing our Happy Island. 

Complete the sentence: Aruba to me is ……. Send your picture with that text (in-
cluding your name and where you are from) to: news@arubatoday.com and we 
will publish your vacation memory. Isn’t that a special way to keep your best mo-
ments alive? Please do note: By submitting photos, text or any other materials, you 
give permission to The Aruba Today Newspaper, Caribbean Speed Printers and 
any of its affiliated companies to use said materials, as well as names, likeness, etc. 
for promotional purposes without compensation.

Last but not least: check out our website, Instagram and Facebook page! Thank 
you for supporting our free newspaper, we strive to make you a happy reader 
every day again.q
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Unique fauna of Aruba

For a small island, Aruba sure has 

a lot of unique treasures. Among 

these, we have some subspecies 

of animals that are unique to our 

island. These have evolved to per-

fectly adapt to our desert climate 

and make Aruba their home. At the 

same time, they are part of what 

makes Aruba truly one of a kind. 

Cascabel (rattlesnake, Crotalus 

durissus unicolor)

According to the Arikok National 

Park, Aruba knows two kinds of 

snakes, the Santanero and the 

Cascabel. The cascabel belongs to 

the rattlesnake family. The casca-

bel is the only venomous snake from 

Aruba. It has a length of 65cm to 

100cm, and is about 4 to 5cm wide. 

Its color varies from light brown to 

grey-brown, and its underbelly is 

white. On its back there are marks 

that are a little darker, in the shape 

of diamonds. 

Its reproduction is oviparous, mean-

ing the offspring can hatch from 

their eggs just before, during or im-

mediately after laying. 

The cascabel lives mainly in the 

Arikok National Park. It likes to live 

in dark places, and is thus found hid-

den among the limestone rocks and 

under stones. As a defense mecha-

nism, the cascabel uses its rattle as 

a warning, and it is not an aggres-

sive animal. 

The cascabel feeds on lizards, small 

mammals such as rats and mice. 

It paralyzes or kills its prey with its 

venom, which is injected through 

a bite. The enemies of the casca-

bel are donkeys, goats, humans 

and cars. Humans are the biggest 

enemy of the cascabel, as they kill 

them and destroy their habitat for 

urbanization. 

Shoco (burrowing owl, Athene cu-

nicularia arubensis)

The shoco is a small bird which is sel-

dom seen. They are active during 

the day but are more active later 

in the day and at night for hunting. 

These owls have very good night vi-

sion and very good hearing. 

The shoco is the national symbol of 

Aruba. 

The shoco has about 20cm of length, 

and the females are slightly heavier 

than the males. They are light brown 

in color, with many white spots. The 

belly of the Shoco is either white 

or light brown, and the shoco has 

striking yellow eyes. Its beak is yel-

low/green. Young owls do not have 

white spots and are lighter in color. 

The nest of the shoco is a burrow 

in the ground. If the shoco cannot 

find a burrow, it will dig one in soft 

soil. The shoco lays one or two eggs 

every other day until all the eggs 

are laid – a shoco can lay up to four 

eggs. The first owlets hatch after 

three to four weeks. The shoco owl 

takes care of the owlets for three 

months until they leave the nest. 

Only a few owlets survive.

The owlrs dig burrows in the ground 

with low grass vegetation. An owl 

can live up to nine years. 

Its defense mechanism is simply to 

fly away or retreat to its burrows. 

They eat mostly insects, mice and 

lizards, and the main threats to their 

survival are boas – an invasive spe-

cies introduced by humans as pets 

– and humans through destruction 

of their habitat.

Prikichi 

(parakeet, Aratinga pertinax)

The Prikichi is the national bird of 

Aruba. On Aruba, Bonaire, and Cu-

raçao, parakeets can be found, but 

each of the three islands has a dif-

ferent breed. The Yellow-shouldered 

Amazon parakeet that we have 

on Aruba is also found along the 

coast of Venezuela. Unfortunately, 

there is interbreeding between the 

breeds due to cage birds from, for 

example, Curaçao being released 

on Aruba. The parakeet popula-

tion on Aruba is in danger due to 

extensive deforestation occurring 

on the island because of the grow-

ing population.

The prikichi weighs between 90 to 

100 grams. It has a greenish-brown 

head with some yellow around the 

eye. The back and wings of the 

parakeet are dark green, and the 

underside of the body is a lighter 

shade of green. There is also a bit 

of blue in the wings. The parakeet's 

beak is gray/black. 

Parakeets often use termite nests as 

breeding sites. Parakeets are found 

in all natural environments (mondi) 

of the island. It defends itself by fly-

ing away and loud cries. Parakeets 

eat seeds from the pods of the Kwihi 

tree, Divi Divi, and columnar cactus. 

They also consume natural fruits. Its 

main predators are boa constric-

tors, humans.

Conew  (cottontail rabbit, Sylvila-

gus floridanus nigronuchalis)

The Eastern Cottontail rabbit (Syl-

vilagus floridanus) was probably 

brought over to the island by In-

dian settlers thousands of years 

ago as a source of food. This rab-

bit, locally known as Conew, has 

spread all over the island and has 

become part of our ecosystem. The 

very adaptable Conew can live in 

a wide variety of habitats, includ-

ing Aruba’s xeric scrublands, where 

it typically grazes on weeds and 

grasses.

The Aruban Conew has a brownish 

grey color and a distinctive white 

belly. This white fur extends to the 

bottom of the tail which becomes 

visible as the rabbit runs. These rab-

bits can grow up to approximately 

40 centimeters in length over their 

short lifespan of 3 years. Cottontail 

rabbits reach reproductive maturi-

ty when they are just 2 to 3 months 

old. A female rabbit, called a doe, 

finds a suitable nest spot under a 

shrub or rocks and lines it with fur. 

She can have an average of 3 to 4 

litters per year averaging 5 young 

each. The doe only visits her young 

once or twice a day to nurse her 

babies for a period of 2 to 3 weeks. 

The young reach independence at 

4 to 5 weeks.

The Aruban Conew is an endan-

gered species and protected by 

Aruban law. The Conew is thought 

to have drastically declined due 

to an increase in human activities, 

habitat fragmentation and preda-

tion by the invasive Boa constric-

tor as well as feral cats and dogs. 

However, recently there seem to 

be more rabbit sightings in rural and 

wilderness areas and also in the Na-

tional Park. This could be linked to a 

recent decline of the invasive Boa 

population after the long period of 

drought. As the Conew can repro-

duce very quickly, a short break in 

predation pressure can lead to a 

fast increase of rabbits. Sadly, the 

Boas are back on the rise again with 

the truly wet rainy seasons we have 

recently experienced. This could 

cause a new decline in the Conew 

population that was just starting to 

recover.

These are but a few of Aruba’s 

beautiful inhabitant, which we 

must all contribute to protect. For 

more information, visit https://www.

arubanationalpark.org/main/flora-

fauna/ q
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A brief history of the California Light House

(Oranjestad)—At the furthest west-

ern point of the island, there lies the 

tallest structure on the island: The 

California Light House. Standing on 

top of a limestone cliff, this light-

house oversees the entire island, 

offering one of few best views of 

the island and the surrounding sea. 

It is also one of the few monuments 

that hold a rich history. 

The lighthouse was constructed 

in between 1914-1916, and its 

first keeper was a young trained 

lighthouse keeper from Curacao 

names Jacob Jacobs. Mr. Frederi-

co Fingal was the last man to have 

occupied this position until 1962. 

Though his son, Mr. Romulo Fingal 

did not continue in his father’s foot-

steps, he does have a special con-

nection to the lighthouse. He sat 

down with our reporter and shared 

a bit of its history.

As Mr. Fingal explains, "In 1915, 

cargo donkeys were hired from 

Figaroa di Noord to help build the 

Lighthouse at Westpunt. The don-

keys had to walk along the beach 

all the way to Westpunt carrying 

the cargo, poles, cement, and all 

these things. At that time, it was 

a difficult task until Aruba got its 

first truck. These things reflect how 

people could have accomplished 

this tremendous job with so little." 

Mr. Fingal said, "At that time, it 

wasn't a place for people to work. 

It was very challenging because it 

was full of goats and donkeys, and 

it was very isolated. There were no 

hotels or roads to get there. There 

was only a donkey trail. Those were 

the only means of transportation."

Mr. Fingal continues, "In 1939, I was 

born in the lighthouse, and my fa-

ther was the last lighthouse keeper 

until he retired in 1962. After that, 

they removed the power cables 

all the way to the top. According 

to the story, we couldn't have the 

light ourselves because they dis-

mantled it, and after many years, 

I heard that it is in a train museum 

in San Nicolas, where we found this 

very special lens that, when the 

light shines through it, it reaches 30 

kilometers out to sea." Mr. Fingal 

told our reporter.

The lighthouse has a long and very 

interesting history. The reason why 

the lighthouse was built, according 

to Mr. Fingal, dates back to the day 

when the cargo ship S.S. California 

sank because of the lack of light. 

In 1913, Aruba made a request 

to Curacao to build a Lighthouse 

at Westpunt, and the governor of 

Curacao responded to Aruba to 

come back in 1915 with a well-de-

tailed plan. "During the First World 

War from 1914 to 1918, they had to 

wait for the light to be transported 

to Aruba because it was manufac-

tured in France. At that time, there 

was no electricity, and the light 

was very interesting because it ro-

tated with a kerosene lamp that 

planes used; clean kerosene," Mr. 

Fingal said.

Mr. Fingal discovered something 

very interesting about the light-

house after much research was 

documented in his book 'History 

of the Lighthouse at Westpunt.' 

He found many details: "I found 

out that the height of the light-

house was due to the absence 

of electricity. There was also the 

presence of coral. There is a long 

steel cable from where the light is, 

and under the light, at the highest 

point, there is a hanging weight, a 

sort of pendulum that swings like 

that, with a weight that measures 

about 1 meter by 30 centimeters 

wide, which is a block of solid iron 

attached to a cable. When you 

release it upwards, it comes down, 

and the weight that comes down 

pulls it up, gradually. And while it 

comes down, the same weight 

that is descending causes many 

small wheels to turn in the opposite 

direction. The Lighthouse rotates 

from 6 pm in the evening, when 

the sun sets, until 6 am in the morn-

ing. During the entire night, the light 

shines on the lantern, it goes down 

24 meters, and the Lighthouse is 30 

meters high. It is designed not to 

collapse," Mr. Fingal explains.

Mr. Fingal further explains that in 

one night, the lighthouse rotates 

4,320 times and consumes one 

gallon of kerosene for the whole 

operation. "At that time, the kero-

sene was supplied from the Lago 

refinery. Every day it was brought 

down, and to start the light again, 

they had to lift the weight up, so 

our job as children was to crank 

it and raise the weight back up in 

the evening when the light stuck, 

they would take it down again, 

and the light stayed down. That's 

how it worked for a very long time," 

Mr. Fingal explains.

Thanks to the Monument Fund 

Aruba, which worked hard and 

is currently in charge of the Light-

house, Mr. Fingal is very happy 

with its preservation, along with all 

the renovations that have taken 

place. He hopes that the story of 

the lighthouse will continue to live 

on for future generations.q
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By COURTNEY BONNELL 

AP Business Writer

LONDON (AP) — More ex-

ecutives are feeling better 

about the global econo-

my, but a growing number 

don’t think their companies 

will survive the coming de-

cade without a major over-

haul because of pressure 

People reflected in a window of a hotel at the Davos Promenade 
with a slogan about AI alongside the World Economic Forum in 
Davos, Switzerland, Monday, Jan. 15, 2024.

Associated Press 

More CEOs fear their companies won’t 
survive 10 years as AI and climate 
challenges grow, survey says

from climate change and 

technology like artificial in-

telligence, according to a 

new survey of CEOs by one 

of the world’s largest con-

sulting firms, PwC.
The survey of more than 

4,700 CEOs worldwide was 

released Monday as busi-

ness elites, political leaders 

and activists descended 

on the World Economic 

Forum’s annual meeting in 

Davos, Switzerland, and it 

showed a mixed picture of 

the coming years.
Of the executives, 38% 

were optimistic about the 

strength of the economy, 

up from 18% last year, when 

the world was mired in high 

inflation, weak growth, ris-
ing interest rates and more.
The CEOs’ expectation 

of economic decline has 

dropped to 45% from a 

record-high 73% last year, 

and fewer saw their com-

pany as highly exposed to 

the risk of geopolitical con-

flict, according to the PwC 
Global CEO Survey. That’s 
despite wars in Ukraine and 

the Middle East, including 

disruptions to global trade 

from attacks by Yemen’s 

Houthi rebels on commer-

cial ships in the Red Sea.
Even with the improved 

economic outlook, the 

challenge isn’t close to 

over, with the World Bank 

saying last week that it ex-

pects the global economy 

would slow for a third con-

secutive year in 2024.
The executives, mean-

while, felt worse about the 

prospects for their compa-

nies’ ability to weather big 

changes. The survey shows 
45% of the respondents 

were worried that their 

businesses wouldn’t be 

viable in a decade with-

out reinvention, up from 

39% last year. The CEOs 
say they’re trying to make 

changes, but they are run-

ning up against regulation, 

a lack of skills among work-

ers and more. “Whether it 
is accelerating the rollout 

of generative AI or building 

their business to address 

the challenges and oppor-

tunities of the climate tran-

sition, this is a year of trans-

formation,” Bob Moritz, 

global chairman of PwC, 
formerly known as Price-

waterhouseCoopers, said 

in a statement.
Artificial intelligence was 
seen as both a way to 

streamline business opera-

tions and a weakness.q 
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Casa Del Mar 2BR/2B:

Week 2/unit1113 (21k);

Week 5/unit1315 (23k);

Week 8/unit1113 (19k);

Week 8/unit1409 (19k);

Week 10/unit1207 (19k);

Week 13/unit1509 (14k); and,

Week 14/unit1308 (14k).

CdMOwner@gmail.com

us(Call/Text): (860)992-3890

________________________________217264

For sale, 

Property land

sero Colorado 3700m2

(39826,468 sq feet) 

Baby beach ocean view 

Price :$1, 110,000

Call:0 11-297-6301307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

House For sale 

West punt ruby

5 min drive to the ocean 

3 Br 2bath with one appartment 

With pool

Price:$640K

Call:0 11-297-6301307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

House For sale

noord

3 Br 2 bath 

5 min drive to the beach

Price:$350K

Call :0 11-297-6301307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

House For sale

Fixer upper 

salin'a serka 

3 Br 2 Bath with appartment 

Price:$325 K

Call :0 11-297-6301307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

House for sale

Cumana near CMart

Central located 

2 bedroom 2bath with appart-

ment 

With pool and 4 appartment 

Price :$630K

Call:0 11-297-6301307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

For sale 

noord

Bar/restaurants 

Price:$850K

Call :0 11-297-6301307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

Divi Village Golf 

eagle Beach 

2 Br WK #3 room# 2317/2318

26 weeks remain 

Price :$18K

Call :0 11-297-6301307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

Divi Village Golf 

eagle Beach 

2 Br WK 9 room #2117/2118

22 weeks remain 

Price :$18K

Call :0 11-297-6301307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

Divi Village Golf 

Eagle Beach 

1Br 2 bath WK 11

room #2215 birdie 3

22 weeks remain 

Price :$ 9K

Call :0 11-297-6301307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Divi Village 

eagle Beach 

studio WK 1 room #8201

19 weeks remain 

Price:$8K

Call :0 11-297-6301307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

Divi Village 

eagle Beach 

studio WK 3 room #7306

18 weeks remain 

Price :$7K

Call :0 11-297-6301307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

Divi Village 

eagle Beach 

studio WK # 5 room # 8105

Building C with elevator 

1 st floor 13 weeks remain 

Price :$7 K

Call :0 11-297-6301307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

Divi Dutch Village 

eagle Beach 

studio WK #12 room #33

30 weeks remain 

Price :$9K

Call :0 11-297-6301307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

Divi Dutch Village 

eagle Beach 

studio WK #15 room # 125

Overlooking pool

32 weeks remain 

Price :$9K

Call :0 11-297-6301307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

Divi Phoenix 

Palm Beach 

1 Br WK # 52 room #953 

1 Br WK # 01 room #654

Value 186,000 Points 

experation date 2058

Price :$60K both weeks

Call :0 11-297-6301307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

Divi Phoenix 

Palm Beach 

Penthouse 

2 Br WK 1 room #672

22 weeks remain 

Price :$35K

Call :0 11-297-6301307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

Eagle Beach resort 

eagle Beach 

1 Br WK 8 room #4561

4th floor pool view 

Price :$9K

Call :0 11-297-6301307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

La Quinta beach resorts 

eagle Beach 

Town House 

2 Br WK #9 room #212

Price :$12K

Call :0 11-297-6301307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

Ambassador suites 

eagle Beach 

1 Br WK #12 room# 1328 

2 Br WK #12 room # 1505 

Price : 1Br $7K 2Br $18K

Call :0 11-297-6301307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

Barcelo resort 

Palm Beach 

all inclusive 

1 Br  deluxe WK 8 $15K

3 Br WK 6/7 

On the 9th floor $80K both 

weeks 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

Caribbean palm village 

deeded property 

1 Br WK 3 and 4 room # B 104

Price :$7 K each

2 Br WK # 6 room# B206

Price :$10K

Call :0 11-297-6301307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

Marriott destination points

Palm beach

at:$6 a point 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

HTTA 

Halley Time Travel Aruba 

To all Time share members

That are interested in sell your 

Timeshare in aruba 

Contacts the expert 

37 years of doing Honest busi-

ness 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

San Nicolas

Police      100

Oranjestad    527 3140

Noord     527 3200

Sta. Cruz    527 2900

San  Nicolas    584 5000

Police Tipline    11141

Ambulancia    911

Fire Dept.    115

Red Cross    582 2219

Women in Difficulties

PHARMACY ON DUTY 

TAXI SERVICES
Taxi Tas  587 5900

Prof. Taxi 588 0035

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 

A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828

Aruba Airport  524 2424

American Airlines 582 2700

Avianca  588 0059

Jet Blue  588 2244

Surinam 582 7896

FAVI- Visually Impaired

Tel. 582 5051

Alcoholics Anonymous

Tel. 736 2952

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

Centre for Diabetes 

Tel. 524 8888

Narcotics Anonymous

Tel. 583 8989

Fundacion Contra Violencia 

Relacional Tel. 583 5400

DOCTOR ON DUTY

Oranjestad

Women in Difficulties

OTHER
Dental Clinic 587 9850 

Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002

Urgent Care 586 0448

Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic

+297 588 0539
Women in Difficulties

EMERGENCY

Women in Difficulties

TRAVEL INFO

Women in Difficulties

AID FOUNDATIONS

Child Abuse Prevention

Tel. 582 4433

Women in Difficulties

General Info

Phone Directory Tel. 118

Oranjestad: 

Dakota:  Tel.  588 7364
Aloe: Tel. 584 4606

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 

Tel. 527 4000

Imsan 24 hours

Tel.524 8833

HEALTH

Divi village golf 

eagle Beach 

studio week # 3 room # 4205

22 weeks remain 

Price : $ 8 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Ambassador suites 

eagle beach 

1 Br WK # 2 room # 1228

Price :$7200

Call : 011-297-630-1307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Renaissance ocean suites 

Private islands 

1 Br WK 12 room # 2521

Pool/ ocean view $9K

1 Br WK # 15 room # 2111

Ground floor pool/ocean view 

Call:011-297-630-1307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com
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By JOCELYN NOVECK 

AP National Writer

The first “Mean Girls,” that 
compulsively watchable 
high-school based social 
satire by Tina Fey, came 
out in 2004. The Broadway 
musical opened in 2018. 
Now it’s 2024, and we have 
a screen adaptation of the 
theater adaptation. How 
long will this reconfiguring 
go on? Is there a limit?
Or ... does the limit not ex-
ist?
Forgive us that utterly bla-
tant setup for one of the 
original’s most famous lines. 
It’s just that some of them 
are so darned memorable. 
Like, “You can’t sit with us!”  
screeched. Or when Re-
gina, the haughtiest queen 
bee ever to carry a cafete-
ria tray, scathingly tells her 
minion Gretchen, who’s 
trying out her new word 
“fetch,” to “Stop trying to 
make ‘fetch’ happen. It’s 
NOT going to happen!!”
But even in “Mean Girls 
17,” should it come to that, 
someone will still be trying 
to make “fetch” happen. 
And it’s actually not a bad 
word to describe the ex-
perience of watching the 

new “Mean Girls” a slick, 
fizzy bit of entertainment 
that’s occasionally delight-
ful and usually fun, even if 
the translation to 2024 defi-
nitely has its rough spots.
If you’ve recently re-
watched the first film, you 
may be surprised here at 
how many lines remain, 
word for word. What’s im-
pressive is how many still 
work – unlike some social 
comedies that felt right 20 
years ago but have scenes 
that fall with a thud now 
(see “Love Actually”).
There are exceptions, 
though. I’ll confess to feel-
ing queasy throughout 
about the “dumb girl” 
character who remains in 
the Plastics, Regina’s so-
cial group. There is, thank-
fully, no more reference to 
a coach sleeping with a 
student, which would not 
have been funny, even 
with Jon Hamm as the 
coach. Slut-shaming has 
been conspicuously toned 
down – the insult in Re-
gina’s famous Burn Book is 
now “cow” and not “slut.”
On the other hand, fat-
shaming? That’s still there, 
as when the camera zooms 

in rudely on the rear end of 
a character who’s gained 
a few pounds.
As for the casting, some of 
it works wonderfully, par-
ticularly the duo who in-
troduce the film, which is 
again written by Fey, with 
music by Jeff Richmond 
(her husband), and lyrics 
by Nell Benjamin. Damian, 
the beloved character de-
scribed affectionately by 
Janis as “almost too gay to 
function” (but that’s only 
OK when she says it), and 
Janis, his best friend, a tal-
ented artist whose fallout 
with Regina left her in the 
dirt socially, function almost 
as quasi-narrators. Jaquel 
Spivey, of Broadway’s “A 
Strange Loop,” is hilarious 
and also moving as Dami-
an  you wait for each new 
line, and he wastes none of 
them. And Auli’i Cravalho 
as Janis has a gorgeous 
voice and charismatic 
screen presence. (And a 
huge song, though from 
the trailer, you wouldn’t 
know anyone has songs at 
all.)
Angourie Rice is the new 
Cady, the Lindsay Lohan 
role, a home-schooled 

math whiz who arrives in 
suburban Chicago straight 
from Kenya, where her 
mother was doing zoologi-
cal research, into the snake 
pit of high school. Rice is a 
sweet presence but not 
as convincing in the “bad 
Cady” moments as Lohan. 
As for the Plastics, singer 
Reneé Rapp, formerly Re-
gina on Broadway, imbues 
the role with powerhouse 
vocals and an angrier edge 
than the excellent Rachel 
McAdams did  when she’s 
enraged, boy, you feel it.
Once again, Cady begins 
her first school day in math 
class with Ms. Norbury, 
once played by Fey  and 
again by Fey! Tim Mead-
ows is also back as the prin-
cipal; both look older but 
certainly not two decades.
Cady has a rough entry 
and ends up eating lunch 
in a bathroom stall, but is 
rescued by Janis and Da-
mian. In the cafeteria, she 
has her first encounter with 
Queen Bee Regina. “My 
name is Regina George,” 
sings Rapp, in some of the 
show’s best lyrics, “I am a 
massive deal. I don’t care 
who you are, I don’t care 

how you feel.”
The Plastics  Regina, needy 
Gretchen (Bebe Woods) 
and intellectually chal-
lenged Karen (Avantika) 
adopt Cady and teach 
her the rules: Wear pink on 
Wednesdays. No tank tops 
two days in a row. A pony-
tail? Once a week. Also: 
You can’t date someone’s 
ex-boyfriend, because 
those are “the rules of femi-
nism.” At such moments, 
one can literally hear Fey 
writing the line. (Side note: 
Please come back to 
the Golden Globes, Tina, 
and bring Amy Poehler.) 
(Speaking of Poehler, she is 
missed as Regina’s “cool” 
mom, but aptly replaced 
by Busy Philipps.)
Things go south quickly 
when Cady falls for Regi-
na’s ex, Aaron, who sits in 
front of her in AP Calculus 
(leading to the excellent 
lyric “Calcu-lust.”) Regina 
isn’t going to give up Aar-
on without a dirty fight. So 
Cady, aided by Damian 
and Janis, plots to bring 
Regina down from inside, 
pretending to be a loyal 
Plastic.
But at what point does 
Cady stop pretending and 
BECOME a Plastic? (Ask Ja-
nis.)
Directors Samantha Jayne 
and Arturo Perez Jr. keep 
the action moving briskly. 
A key visual difference is 
technology. In the 2004 
film, friends spoke to each 
other on the telephone, 
in split screens. Now, of 
course, gossip and bully-
ing take place via social 
media. In some ways this 
makes it all seem more vi-
cious. When Regina takes 
an embarrassing tumble 
onstage at the Christmas 
performance, we witness a 
social media shaming that 
is much crueler than any-
thing that happened in the 
2004 version.
And yet, it’s believable, of 
course. One comes away 
from this latest “Mean Girls” 
thinking that in some ways 
things may have gotten 
better for high schoolers 
than they were in 2004 but 
in other ways, things have 
only gotten meaner.q

This image released by Paramount Pictures shows Avantika, from left, Angourie Rice, Renee Rapp and Bebe Wood in a scene from 

“Mean Girls.” 

Associated Press 

Still trying to make ‘fetch’ happen, now in song: ‘Mean Girls’ gets a 

musical update
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By JOHN PYE 

AP Sports Writer

MELBOURNE, Australia 

(AP) — Moments after her 

Grand Slam comeback 

ended in a first-round loss, 
Naomi Osaka walked back 

through the players’ tun-
nel where her name has a 

prominent place among 
recent Australian Open 
champions.
Three matches into her re-
turn from 15 months off the 
tour, and six months after 
the birth of her daughter, 
Shai, Osaka lost 6-4, 7-6 (2) 
to 16th-seeded Caroline 
Garcia in a tight encoun-
ter at Rod Laver Arena on 

Monday night.
“The competitive in me is 
really frustrated that I’m 
not winning these matches, 
of course,” Osaka told a 
post-match news confer-
ence. “So I wouldn’t say, 
like, this comeback is how 
I thought because I’m de-
lusional enough to think I 
could have won the tour-
nament.”
She smiled, before adding: 
“I think my delusion is what 
allows me to win the tour-
naments.”
Osaka won the U.S. Open 
in 2018 and 2020, and the 
Australian title in 2019 and 
‘21. This was the first time 
she lost in the first round 
in Melbourne, where she 
made her debut in 2016.

She took time out from 
tennis for her own wellbe-
ing after first-round exits at 
the French Open and U.S. 
Open in 2022. She’s not 
planning any more breaks 
for now.
“Yeah, I think I just have to 
keep living day by day and 
training hard and playing 
a lot more matches,” she 
said. 
“And hopefully my dreams 
will come true.”
The big-serving Garcia 
didn’t give Osaka a look at 

a breakpoint in the match. 
Most of the rallies were short  

only three longer than nine 
shots. The bulk were less 
than four. Most of the ser-
vice holds were comfort-
able  except for Osaka’s 
one dropped game in the 
first set. That was all the dif-
ference.
“I have a lot of respect for 
Naomi as a person and as 
a player  15 months she’s 
been away,” Garcia said. 
“I’m very glad to see her 
back. 

Six months after giving birth, 
she’s playing quite amaz-
ing already. We have to 
watch out.”
Osaka was one of three 

past Australian Open 
champions who returned to 
play at Melbourne Park for 
the first time as moms, join-
ing 2016 winner Angelique 
Kerber and 2018 champion 
Caroline Wozniacki.
The Australian Open start-
ed Sunday and will be 
played over 15 days for the 
first time, with the first round 

spread over three days in 
a bid to cut down on the 
late-finishing matches.
Still, it was 1:39 a.m. local 
time by the time Felix Au-
ger-Aliassime closed out 
a 4-hour, 59-minute win 
over 2020 U.S. Open win-
ner Dominic Thiem that fin-
ished 6-3, 7-5, 6-7 (5), 5-7, 
6-3. That match was briefly 
held up in the fourth set by 
a bird landing on the court 
at Margaret Court Arena 
and having to be chased 
off by a ball kid to laughter 
from the crowd. It then flew 
around the stadium briefly 
before play could contin-
ue.
For Auger-Aliassime, the 
win ended a run of first-
round exits at three con-
secutive majors.
In the opening match on 
Rod Laver, U.S. Open cham-
pion Coco Gauff needed 
just 60 minutes to advance 
6-3, 6-0 over Anna Karolina 
Schmiedlova.
The 19-year-old Gauff, who 
won her first major at the 
U.S. Open in September, 
said she had increased 

confidence in her serve 
thanks to some advice 

from Andy Roddick.
Fourth-seeded Gauff 
dropped just one point on 
her serve in the second set 

and credited Roddick, say-
ing “he’s probably one of 
the best servers in history.”q

Naomi Osaka of Japan waves as she leaves Rod Laver Arena following her first round loss to 
Caroline Garcia of France at the Australian Open tennis championships at Melbourne Park, 

Melbourne, Australia, Monday, Jan. 15, 2024. 

Associated Press 

Osaka’s Grand Slam comeback ends in 1st-round loss to Garcia, 

Gauff advances at Australian Open

By JIMMY GOLEN 

AP Sports Writer

BOSTON (AP) — All-Star Jer-
emy Swayman stopped 
31 shots for his third shout-
out of the season, getting 
goals from David Pastrnak, 
Charlie Coyle and a div-
ing empty-netter from Trent 
Frederic to give the Boston 
Bruins a 3-0 victory over the 
New Jersey Devils on Mon-
day.
Coyle scored 30 seconds 
into the second period on 
a backhander, and Pas-
trnak made it 2-0 on a pow-
er play early in the third. 
Brad Marchand had a pair 
of assists, and Pastrnak also 
assisted on Coyle’s goal to 

give him 61 points on the 
season, third-most in the 
NHL.
Swayman improved to 2-0 
since being announced 
as a selection through fan 
voting for the Feb. 3 All-Star 
Game in Toronto. Frederic’s 
empty-netter came with 78 
seconds left when he out-
dove a defender to tip the 
puck off the post and over 
the goal line.
Nico Daws made 33 saves 
for New Jersey.
The Bruins had played four 
straight overtime games, 
beating St. Louis on Satur-
day to snap a three-game 
losing streak in which they 
lost their hold on the NHL’s 

top record.
Boston appeared to take 
a 1-0 lead on a first-period 
power play when March-
and fed James van Riems-
dyk in front, but a replay 
ruled that Pastrnak was off-
sides entering the zone.
So it was still scoreless when 

the Bruins scored off the 
second-period faceoff, 
with Marchand backhand-
ing it from the left boards 
to a streaking Coyle, who 
put a backhand of his own 
past Daws.
Pastrnak made it 2-0 three 
minutes into the third pe-
riod on a one-timer off a 
cross-ice pass from Charlie 
McAvoy.q

Boston Bruins center Charlie Coyle, left, scores against New 

Jersey Devils goaltender Nico Daws (50) during the second 

period of an NHL hockey game, Monday, Jan. 15, 2024, in 

Boston. 

Associated Press 

Sway Now: All-Star Swayman posts shutout, Bruins beat Devils 3-0
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By ROB MAADDI 

AP Pro Football Writer

Jimmy Johnson showed 

more passion on television 

for winning than any of the 

Dallas Cowboys did on the 

field.
Now, Jerry Jones could turn 

to another coaching icon 

to save his franchise.
Speculation about Bill 

Belichick has ramped up. 
He already is the odds-

on favorite to be the next 

coach in Dallas even 

though Mike McCarthy 

hasn’t been fired.
After a dismal performance 

Sunday against Green Bay, 

that might be just a matter 

of time.
Dak Prescott, Micah Par-

sons and the rest of the 

NFC East champions didn’t 

show up for a wild-card 

game against Green Bay. 
The Cowboys became the 

first No. 2 seed to lose to a 
No. 7 seed since the NFL 
went to a 14-team playoff 

format in 2020.
It wasn’t even close. The 
Cowboys were embar-

rassed.
Jordan Love and the Pack-

ers destroyed Dan Quinn’s 

defense, dominating Dallas 

48-32 in a game they led 
27-0 and 48-16.
The Cowboys lost at home 

for the first time since the 
2022 season opener, end-

ing a 16-game winning 
streak.
Jones has to be out of 

patience after his team’s 

latest playoff failure. The 
81-year-old owner looked 

stunned and angry as he 

watched from his suite. He 
said this collapse “seems 

like the most painful” play-

off loss he has endured.
“This is beyond my compre-

hension,” Jones said.
The performance was far 

worse than the score indi-

cated. The Cowboys came 
out flat and had little en-

ergy and no answers for 

Green Bay.
Johnson, the Hall of Fame 

coach who led Dallas to 

two Super Bowl titles in the 

mid-1990s and recently was 
inducted into the team’s 

ring of honor, was fired up 
during the halftime show 

on Fox.
“You get your rear end in 

there and you play the way 

you know how to play,” a 

scowling Johnson shouted 

into the camera.
His message didn’t reach 

the ‘Boys.
They were just as uninspired 

in the second half as they 

were in the first. The gar-
bage-time points at the 

end only made it seem less 

lopsided.
Under McCarthy, the Cow-

boys are the first team to 
win 12 games in the regu-

lar season for three straight 

years and not advance 

to the conference cham-

pionship. The Super Bowl 
drought for America’s 

Team will reach 29 years.
Jones has to be contem-

plating a change.
He has a talented roster 

that features four first-team 
All-Pros and five on the 
second team, including 

Prescott and Parsons.
But everyone crumbled 

under pressure against the 

Packers.
Prescott threw two inter-

ceptions, including a pick-

6. Parsons had just one solo 
tackle and one quarter-

back hit, and the team had 

no sacks.q

By DAN GELSTON 

AP Sports Writer

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Joel 

Embiid returned from his lat-

est injury to score 41 points 

and grab 10 rebounds and 
lead the Philadelphia 76ers 
to a 124-115 victory over 
the Houston Rockets on 

Monday.

Embiid had his 16th straight 
30-10 game. Tyrese Maxey 
added 27 points for the Six-

ers.
Alperen Sengun led the 

Rockets with 19 points. Dil-
lon Brooks scored 18.
The 29-year-old Embiid 
missed the last three games 

with left knee inflammation 
(the 76ers went 1-2). He 
had played just two games 

this month after he missed 

all four games on the 76ers’ 
holiday road trip. The Sixers 
are 3-7 this season without 
Embiid, the reigning NBA 

MVP and the two-time de-

fending league scoring 

champion  who entered 

Monday’s matinee leading 

the NBA in scoring at 34.6 
points.
Embiid’s health is of course 

crucial to a Philadelphia 

team hopeful of a deep 

postseason run.
His absences, though, have 

placed his candidacy for 

another MVP trophy on the 

rocks.
The new collective bargain-

ing agreement requires 

players, in most instances, 

to play in 65 regular-sea-

son games to be eligible 

for awards such as MVP or 

the All-NBA teams. Embiid 
has met that threshold only 

twice, when he played a 

career-best 68 games in 
2021-22, and 66 games last 
season.
He can miss only eight 

more games out of the final 
44 before he is no longer 

eligible for MVP.
When healthy  or, healthy 

enough  Embiid makes the 

game look easy and makes 

the Sixers look like contend-

ers. If his knee still ached 
Monday, it didn’t show in a 

13-point first quarter. Embiid 
sure looked fine when he 
dropped another 13 in the 

second quarter.
Maxey and Tobias Harris 

hit consecutive 3s in the 

second quarter for a 42-23 
lead, and when Embiid hit 

one just before halftime, he 

helped the Sixers take a 66-
47 lead into the break.
Embiid has scored at least 

30 points in 17 straight 
games. 
He grabbed his 10th re-

bound in the fourth quarter 

and checked out for good 

with the Sixers up 114-94.
Embiid made 12 of 21 shots 
and 16 of 17 free throws.q

Dallas Cowboys quarterback Dak Prescott hangs his head while sitting on the bench during the 

second half of an NFL football game against the Green Bay Packers, Sunday, Jan. 14, 2024, in 

Arlington, Texas. 
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After another playoff failure by Dallas, maybe a call to Belichick 

can save the Cowboys

Philadelphia 76ers’ Joel Embiid, left, tries to get past Houston 

Rockets’ Jeff Green during the first half of an NBA basketball 
game, Monday, Jan. 15, 2024, in Philadelphia. 
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Joel Embiid scores 41 points in return from knee injury. He leads 

76ers past Rockets 124-115


